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HOUSE ORGAN 
PREPARED WEEKLY 
BY THE OFFICE OF 
PUBLICATIONS 
Vol. 1 Friday, May 5, 1972 No. 27 
DURING THE 93rd COMMENCEMENT CONVOCATION, SUNDAY, PRESIDENT THOMAS 
will present the Service Award to two members of the faculty who have given 
twenty-five years of dedicated service each to PVC, MRS. DELIA M. HUNT, 
assistant professor of Clothing and Textiles and DR. CURTIS A. WOOD, di­
rector of College Information Services, joined the faculty in 1947. They 
have both served ever since with distinction. --Story on back cover. 
SATURDAY, MAY 6, IS ALUMNI DAY, HONORING THE CLASSES OF 02, 12, 22, 32, 
*42, '52 AND '62 FROM 9:00 AM IN THE MEMORIAL STUDENT CENTEP 
CLASS*72 AT Some 330undergraduates 
NINETY-THIRD and 130 graduate stu-
COMMENCEMENT dents will receive 
their diplomas from 
President Thomas, Sunday, May 7, at 
the 93rd Commencement Convocation 
which will begin at 11:00 am in the 
auditorium of the field house. 
One special diploma will be •-
warded posthumously to Ruth Yvonne 
Wells, an Elementary Education 
major who had completed the require­
ments for graduation, but died in 
December 1971. 
Among the students who will march 
Sunday, twenty-three will graduate 
"Cum Laude," nine "Magna Cum Laude," 
and seven "Summa Cum Laude." The 
seven top students are: Rita M. 
Bostick, Biology major (Brookshire); 
Frances Jean Frey, English major 
(Waller); Bernadette Hawkins, Bus­
iness Administration major (Port 
Arthur); Larry R. Hickman, Agri­
culture major (Prairia View); 
Pearlanna Paul, Math major (Port 
Arthur); Jennie Pollard, Business 
Education,major (Orange); Orvin S.L. 
Roberson, Jr., Engineering major, 
(Palestine, Texas). 
The 1972 graduating class also 
includes thirteen Army ROTC and three 
Navy ROTC commissioned officers. The 
new navy officers are: Arthur Ray 
Wilson, Ensign Supply Corps U.S.N. 
(Beaumont); Robert Jacque Rush, En­
sign U, S. Naval Reserve (Waco); 
Ron H. Brown, III, 2nd Lt. U.S.M.C. 
(Omaha, Nebraska). Ron Brown will 
attend the "Platoon Leaders Class." 
ADMIRAL Rear Admiral Samuel L. 
GRAVELY Gravely, Jr., U.S.N., Com-
KEYNOTE mandant,Naval Communications 
SPEAKER Command, Washington, D.C. , 
and the first black navy 
officer of his rank,will deliver the 
keynote address at the 93rd Commence­
ment Convocation, Sunday. 
Born in Richmond, Virginia, he 
received a BA degree in History 
from Virginia Union University, and 
his commission as an Ensign from 
Midshipmen School, Columbia Uni­
versity, New York,in the Naval Post­
graduate School in Monterey, 
California, and the Senior Course 
in Naval Warfare at the Naval 
War College. 
On August 16, 1955, officer 
Gravely transferred from the U. S. 
Naval Reserve to the U.S. Navy.Since 
then, he has been Commander of the 
USS Falgout, the USS Taussig, and 
the USS Jouett — one of the Navy's 
most modern Guided Missile Frigates. 
He became a two-star admiral on June 
2nd, 1971. 
In his address to the Prairie 
View graduating class,Sunday, May 7, 
Rear Admiral Gravely proposes to 
convey his belief that "any man who 
tries hard, works hard, and does not 
wait for success to come to him, 
will succeed. 
MOTHER OF Mrs. Ruby Lee Bostick, a 
THE YEAR former PVC student and the 
mother of five alumni,has 
been elected PVC's Mother of the Year 
1972, "for her contributions to her 
community, her interest in education 
and her concern for others." 
JOHN BERRY AND HAROLD BONNER, BOTH OF '62, WILL WELCOME CLASSMATES, OTHER 
ALUMNI AND FRIENDS AT TORRY'S CAFE' ON HWY 290, SATURDAY AT 9:30 PM. 
The daughter of Rev, and Mrs, 
Henry Vaughn of Brookshire, Mrs. 
Bostick attended PVC, but received 
both her BS and M.Ed degrees with 
honors from TSU.Her husband,Mr. L.H. 
Bostick,isamember of the Brookshire 
City Council and an employee of 
Humble Oil and Refining Co., Katy. 
The five Bostick children are 
PVC graduates. Ann, '62 -- now Mrs. 
Young — is a librarian at the Royal 
Independent School District, 
Brookshire; Rosie Marie, '63 Nursing 
is working on a Ph.D in Clinical 
Psychology at the University of 
Houston; Henry Allen ^ '65 Animal 
Science, is assistant manager of the 
Fed Mart Chain Stores; George David, 
'69 Business Administration, works 
with Humble Oil and Refining Company 
at Hawkins, Texas; Rita, a major in 
Biology,is one of the seven top stu­
dents who will graduate Sunday,Summa 
Cum Laude. She will enter Baylor 
College of Medicine in July. 
Mrs.Bostick is a dedicated mother 
wife and Social Studies teacher in 
the Royal Independent School District, 
Brookshire.Her very special interest 
is art as it relates to child 
development. 
FACULTY Mrs. Carrie B. Coss, pro-
MEMBERS fessor of Education, and 
RETIRE Mr. John R. Powell, pro­
fessor of Agricultural 
Education, retire this year.Together 
they have given 47 years of their 
life to PVC. Mrs. Coss joined the 
faculty here in 1946 and Mr. Powell 
in 1951. Both have contributed to 
maintain "PVC's long tradition of 
training qualified Texas teachers. 
Mrs.Coss is a graduate of Howard 
University. She received a BE from 
the University of Cincinnati and a 
MA from Columbia University. During 
her twenty-six years at PVC,her class 
in "Child Growth and Development" has 
become famous. 
Mr. Powell is a graduate of PVC 
where he earned both his BS and MS 
degrees. Through the years, he has 
received several recognitions not 
only for his dedication to teaching, 
but also for his service to the 
community. 
ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT 
DR. HAROLD C. SMITH, director , 
Manpower Chicago Federation of 
Settlements,and Consultant to Banker's 
Life and Casualty Company in Chicago, 
will receive an Alumni Award during 
the Commencement Convocation,Sunday, 
May 7.Harold Smith was already blind 
at the time he entered Prairie View. 
He graduated in Sociology in 1954 
and went on to earn a Ph.D degree 
from Illinois Technical Institute, 
in December 1971. 
The Alumni Award will also be pre­
sented to:Ml. OTTO M. FRIDIA, JR.'45 
assistant superintendent for Secon­
dary Education, Dallas Independent 
School District; CAPT. TOMMY OSBORNE 
*64, assistant professor of Military 
Science at PVC;MR. DEMPSEY SEASTRUNK, 
*48,assistant director,Texas Agricul­
tural Extension Service, College 
Station; MR. CLARENCE LEE TURNER,'63 
head, Speech and Drama department, 
M.C. Williams High School, Houston. 
MRS. HUNT IS A HOUSTONIAN. The daughter of Nathan Dan and Ella 
Milllgan Hall, she married Brlce C. Hunt of Houston. She is a graduate 
of PVC where she received both her bachelor and master's degrees. She 
subsequently studied at Kansas State University, University of California, 
Texas Woman's University, Trphagen School of Fashion, Colorado State Univ. 
A former school teacher, Mrs. Hunt holds membership in several pro­
fessional and social organizations such as American Textile Home Economics 
Association,College Clothing and Textile, Kappa Omicron Phi,Zeta Phi Beta. 
She has received the Finer Womenhood Award, Sigma Gama Rho, 1955; the 
Service Award, New Hope Baptist 'Church, 1960; the Baron of Innovation 
Plaque, 1960; the Charm Club Plaque, 1965;the Ford Foundation Bronze,1969; 
the PVC Alumni Award, 1969. She is a trustee of the New Hope Baptist 
Church in Houston, and the coordinator of the PVC Association of Parents 
and Guardian.In 1970, she was listed among the "Outstanding Educators of America. 
BORN IN ARKANSAS, DR. WOOD is a graduate of Knoxville College, Tenn. 
He received his MA degree in Health and Physical Education from Columbia 
University Teachers College and his Ed.D degree in Health Education and 
Community Services from Columbia University. 
Dr. Wood came to PVC as a coordinator of State Health Education, a 
Texas State Department of Education - PVC cooperative Project financed by 
Kellogg Foundation and General Mills Inc. He held that position until 1952 
when he was officially appointed director of College Information Services. 
During that period, Dr. Wood has also served as chairman of College 
Research Committee and Executive assistant to the President, while teaching 
Health Education on a part-time basis. 
Dr. Wood is also the faculty advisor for the "Panther" and the Year 
Book. He produces the "Faculty Reporter", the "Standard" and most of the 
college publications, especially those prepared for recruiting puzposes. 
A member of the Executive Committee and the Board of Trustees of the 
American College Public Relations Association, he holds membership in the 
National Safety Council, College and University Division; the American 
Public Health Association; the American Association for Health, Physical 
Education and Recreation. 
He is a Councilman of the City of Prairie View,a member of the Chamber 
of Commerce, chairman of the Waller County Health Council, local chairman 
of the Red Cross,district chairman of the Boy Scouts of America, publicity 
chairman of Area Girl Scouts and former president of Parents-Teachers Assoc. 
He is a Vestry member of the St.Francis of Assist Episcopal Church, the 
Church School Superintendent, and a member of the Committee on Christian 
Social Relations, and the Committee on Camps and Conferences, Episcopal 
Diocese of Texas. 
Dr. Wood is married to the former Loulee Williams. They have three 
sons and three daughters. 
